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A native of Canton, Ohio, Dyson was inspired by the Apollo Program and science fiction to pursue a career in space science. She went to Ohio University then transferred to the University of North Carolina at Greensboro where she earned a degree cum laude in physics.


She completed one year of graduate school at Rice University before going to work for NASA. She became one of the first female flight controllers, responsible for developing crew procedures for the early Space Shuttle flights.


Dyson left NASA to raise her children and began sharing her passion for space through writing and speaking.

Dyson’s first book, Space Station Science, (Scholastic), won the Golden Kite Award for the best nonfiction book of 1999. The 2004 edition (Windward) won the 2005 Family Choice Award. A programmer from the days of punch cards, she created her first website and wrote Homework Help on the Internet in 2000. Following her editor to National Geographic, she wrote Home on the Moon in 2003. This book won the 2004 American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award, a $3,000 prize. A fan of hands-on learning, she wrote the activity-filled Space Explorer’s Guide to Stars & Galaxies and served as the science consultant on three other books in Scholastic’s Space University series in 2005.

Her first book for adults was Space and Astronomy: Decade by Decade, a historical reference published by Facts On File in 2007. She served as the assignments editor for Ad Astra magazine in 2008, and as a National Geographic Explorer for a physical science series in 2009. She was the publications coordinator for the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement (RNASA) Foundation until 2013.
A Passion for Space, her space shuttle memoir, was published by Springer in 2015. Welcome to Mars, coauthored with Buzz Aldrin for National Geographic in 2015, was named an Outstanding Trade Book by the National Science Teachers Association. 

Dyson’s science fiction has appeared in magazines and anthologies, including Girls Save the Day and The Callahan Kids for children and Touching the Face of the Cosmos and Trajectories for adults. Her stories from Analog Science Fiction magazine are reprinted in the collection Fly Me to the Moon and other stories. Subscribe to her free monthly Science Snacks newsletter for announcements of new publications and appearances.

In addition to writing and speaking, Dyson critiques manuscripts for writers and reviews books for the National Space Society (NSS.org).
Dyson is a member of the National Space Society’s Board of Advisors, the Johnson Space Center NASA Alumni League, the Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators, the Houston Writers House, and a life member of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America. She has a 2nd degree black belt in the Korean art of Kuk Sool. She resides in Houston and enjoys social networking, bragging about her sons, pampering her cats, taking photos of flowers, and flying with her husband in their Cessna 182. 
http://www.mDyson.com 



�


Marianne J. Dyson





10-16








