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With Marianne J. Dyson


In this fascinating book, hero-astronaut Buzz Aldrin challenges you to think about Mars as not just a faraway red planet but as a future home for Earthlings!! What will your new home be like? How will you get there? What type of job can you get? What will your bedroom look like? What will you eat for breakfast? Find out what life might be like far from Earth as you navigate your way through this fun book.

Page 7 of book: Image of Buzz from Apollo 11: Hi! I’m Buzz Aldrin. I was one of the first people to walk on the moon. Next, I want humans to settle Mars. THIS ART SHOWS THE MARS SCIENCE LABORATORY ENTERING MARS’S ATMOSPHERE.


Instructional Note:
The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are built on the Core Disciplinary Ideas (CDIs) of the Framework for K-12 Science Education. In this Educator’s Guide, activities introduce, review, or otherwise address one or more of the CDIs used as the basis for the NGSS performance expectations for each grade level.



Grade 4

ESS3.A: Natural Resources
Energy and fuels that humans use are derived from natural sources, and their use affects the environment in multiple ways. Some resources are renewable over time, and others are not.

Page 78 of book: Image of Greenhouse
EARLY GREENHOUSES ON MARS MAY GROW PLANTS IN SOIL OR WATER WITH NUTRIENTS FROM EARTH, OR LATER SUPPLIED BY ROCKS FOUND ON MARS.
Page 59 of book: Image of Carbon Dioxide “dry ice” skiing
SKIING ON FROST AND GAS MIGHT BE A POPULAR SPORT ON MARS.

MATERIALS
• Art supplies, including poster board
• 1 digital video camera per group

Natural Resources
Brainstorm with students to identify natural resources that people on Earth need to survive. Then give each student a Venn diagram. Instruct students to label one side “Earth,” the other side “Mars,” and the middle section as “Both.” 

Invite students to read Chapter 4 (pages 52-79), “Riches of Mars,” in pairs, small groups, or on their own. As they read, challenge students to identify and record information about natural resources in their Venn diagrams. 

After reading, divide the class into small groups. Instruct group members that their job is to create an instructional “Welcome to Mars” video that people will watch as they prepare to live on the red planet. 

Inform students that all scripts should address survival, recreation, and at least one other topic as it relates to natural resources found on Mars. Encourage groups to be thorough yet creative in how they deliver the information. 

Give students time to write their scripts, create backgrounds and props, and fi lm their instructional videos. Then have groups share their videos with the class. Encourage students to discuss how the change in natural resources will impact the lifestyle of people moving from Earth to Mars.

